AUDITION INFO REQUIRED CONCERTS

CLAREMONT

Date: Tuesday, August 25, 2026 COMMUNITY SCHOOL OF Auditioning students MUST be

J

Time: Sign up online for a time slot able to attend all three:
Location: Claremont Community |\/| U S []

School of Music (951 W Foothill CYSO Orchestras Sunday, December 13, 2026
Blvd., Claremont, CA 91711) Saturday, January 23, 2027

l N1 Bl . 22251,
- . A ) BN Saturday, June 5, 2027
Audition Fee: $25 L?é (@ .

www.claremontyouthsymphony.org

Auditioning Student's First & Last Name:

Students should NOT audition unless they can attend ALL concerts as listed above. Exact concert
times TBD. Students that miss greater than four (4) rehearsals may be excused from the orchestra
program for the remainder of the season. Auditioning students must be available for all required
concerts, dress rehearsals, and regularly scheduled rehearsals listed on the calendar. Students and
families should review any potential schedule conflicts (school activities, vacations, etc.) before
auditioning. Last-minute absences, vacations or schedule conflicts are not acceptable reasons for
missing required performances. Missing one of the required concerts may result in immediate removal
from the program to make room for waitlisted students.

Student-Parent Agreement

We understand that participation in the CYSO Orchestras is a full-season commitment. By signing
below, we confirm that the student can attend all required rehearsals and performances, and that
vacations or other conflicts will not interfere with orchestra events. We understand that failure to meet
this commitment may result in removal from the ensemble and may affect future participation in CYSO
programs.

Student Signature: Parent Signature:

PLEASE GIVE THIS PAGE (SIGNED ABOVE) TO THE JUDGE AT YOUR AUDITION.

- - - AUDITION REQUIREMENTS - - -

Viola

* Students auditioning for Da Capo Strings (DCS) only need to play a solo piece.

1. Scales: 1. One major scale ascending and descending; and 2. One melodic minor scale ascending and descending

The student decides the number of octaves and articulation to demonstrate ability.

2. Solo Piece: Prepare one minute of a solo piece that best demonstrates your playing ability.

3. Excerpts: Students interested in ES and PSE should prepare Excerpt #1 and Excerpt #2. Students interested in CYSO
should prepare Excerpts #1, #2, #3, and #4.

4. Sight Reading: Students will receive excerpts (to be shown at the audition only) from repertoire reflective of the level
of repertoire to be performed throughout the year.
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Orchestral Excerpts Preparation

1.

Review each excerpt carefully for key details: clefs, key and
time signatures, tempo markings, style indications, and
transpositions.

. ldentify the technical challenges in advance, including

rhythm, articulation, range, and intonation.

. Listen to high-level recordings of the excerpts (listen to the

complete work, not just the excerpt). Follow along with your
excerpt!

Practice slowly and deliberately with a metronome,
focusing on rhythmic precision and consistency before
increasing speed.

. Gradually raise the tempo until you can perform

comfortably and accurately at the marked performance
tempo.

. Develop secure pitch, intonation, articulation, phrasing,

and dynamic control throughout the excerpt. Aim for
polished, steady playing that demonstrates both musical
understanding and technical reliability.

Overall Audition Performance

The audition judge(s) will evaluate accurate rhythm, dependable tempo, and clean
execution under pressure. The judge(s) appreciate hearing strong intonation, musical

awareness, and overall technical command of the instrument.
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Excerpt #1

Dreamdancing by David Mairs
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Excerpt #2: Brandenburg Concerto No. 5, Mvt. I: Allegro
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Symphony No. 5, Mvt. Il (Beethoven)

Excerpt #3

Excerpt 2 - Movement II: mm. 23-37

Viola

vt. lll (Barték)
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Excerpt #4

Transylvanian Dances,
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Viola
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